Augustine Tse Wing-hin stresses fraternity and portrays his respect to collective memories with a 90s-born perspective

Author : Vincent LEE Kwun-leung (李冠良)
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Illustration - The Episode of an Old Hong Kong Avenue

Augustine Tse Wing-hin (謝榮軒), a newly emerged “Student Artist of the Year” at Rosaryhill School (玫瑰崗學校), has spent an extraordinary mode of campus life with regards to his enthusiasm in A-Level Visual Arts studies. This model student from the 90s-born generation, who obtained a Distinction in HKCEE Visual Arts Examination in 2010, upholds equilibrium between the noumenon of aesthetic pursuit and a contemporary mode of sociological awareness. His acquaintances, including the significant persons in the local fine-art circuit, regard him as a rare intellectual who has courage to portray the universal cored values for the goodness of our humanity.

In 2011, Augustine Tse explored a series of works related to the issue of architectural conservation. His themes covered a broad range of urban scenes, including Blue House, Chinese Residences (or “Tong Lau”, 唐樓) and the iron-made mailboxes. He later extended this theme by creating an illustration book that demonstrated readers with the endeavoring memories of our elder generation. Dr. Martie Geiger-Ho, Former Assistant Professor at HKBU Academy of Visual Arts, commented Augustine’s brushstrokes as a reflection of “crispy style” and “hand-colored look”, which makes the charming images of our old Hong Kong appearing to be “poignant”. Indeed, Augustine Tse’s expressionistic language originates from the honest side of his innermost being, as he is a kind of obedient and considerate boy who cares for the happiness of family life. Augustine Tse fosters a sense of belonging to the environment where he was born, and he transforms such thankful feelings as a source of motivation for him to pursue more immortal legends in his future artistic interactions with different classes of people in our civil society.

There’s no doubt to comment that, Augustine Tse’s works are regarded by both the curators and the local press media as comprising a kind of connoisseurship values, as they clearly know that an outcry for sustainable development is getting to be a mainstreamed ideology that represents the cored values of different Hong Kong generations. The Hong Kong Culture Heritage Studies & Promotion Association (香港古跡文俗研究推廣學會) and the Soundwill Holdings Limited (金朝陽集團) curated a joint exhibition called “The Epoch of Chinese Residences” (唐樓的歲月) for Augustine Tse, together with two Visual Arts students from other secondary schools, namely Gloria Chan Wing-shan (陳榮珊) and Wong Yu-chun (黃宇浚). “The Epoch of Chinese Residences” took place inside a 1st-floor old flat from No.11-13 Building in Sharp Street East of Causeway Bay, and the “Hong Kong Economic Times” (經濟日報) conducted interviews with Augustine Tse and the other two participating artists. Mr. To Sum (杜琛先生), a renowned comic artist, expressed an appreciation towards Augustine Tse’s intricate creative concepts. Being influenced by Mr. To Sum’s guidance, Augustine Tse managed to observe the values of traditional ethics through an adoption of furniture, kitchenware, electronic appliances and other domestic necessities as his narrative contexts.

A painting called “Bedspace Apartment” reflects the fraternal spirits of Augustine Tse in terms of caring for the genuine needs of the underprivileged class. During a broadcast interview conducted by “The New Cultural Horizon” (文化新領域) of TVB JADE Channel, Augustine stated that, despite of the splendid phenomenon which many wealthy persons are enjoying a luxurious mode of materialistic lifestyle, there’s a great number of impoverished people who live inside the sub-divided units and experience hardships in their survivals. Indeed, Augustine Tse’s observation corresponds with the pragmatic circumstances. Particularly for the elderly residents, they obtain piecemeal rewards after contributing much to the development of our society in the past century. Knowing that these elderly residents are suffering from loneliness, Augustine Tse raised the importance that we might offer them compassions and help them rediscover the hopeful visions. Augustine accomplishes the ultimate mission of artistic creativity, which is, to re-enlighten the conscientious qualities of mankind through a diversion of public attention to the neglected miseries. For sure, Augustine Tse corresponds with the realm of equalitarian utopia being adored by the major religions.

Augustine Tse comprehends the importance of “ego-cultural inheritance” (本位文化承傳) as a legitimate manner to rediscover the root of stylistic origin for sophisticating his independent aesthetic inclination. In November 2011, Augustine Tse obtained a Champion in "A Creative Art Competition on the Features and Customs of Fishing Harbours in Aberdeen" (香港仔漁港特色與風情創作大賽) organized by China 21 Bureau (中國21世紀友好協進會). Augustine Tse loves the customs of Aberdeen, a place where he grew up. He witnessed how the fishermen raised up their children by a dedication to the increase of seafood harvests while navigating their boats beyond the South China Sea area. To highlight his unique sentiments, Augustine Tse portrayed the fishing boats that were berthed within the typhoon shelters. There’s a Jumbo Restaurant in the background, which makes people understand an interaction between the contribution of fishermen and the longevity of cuisine industries in Hong Kong. The fishing boats present us an Oriental vision of tranquility, and Augustine Tse regards them as precious heritages that guarantee the younger generation with a feeling of empathy towards the traditional values that our Confucian Civilization persists.

Apart from an analytical research on local culture, Augustine Tse also pays attention to the current issues and the eye-catching iconographies from social media. In March 2011, the earthquake and tsunami in Tōhoku led to the risk of nuclear leakage, which caused a poisonous impact to the healthy growth of the Japanese children. Augustine Tse mourned for the victims of this disaster, and he painted an “ukiyo-e” (浮世繪) to glorify Japanese people’s persistence on Bushido spirit (武士道精神) as a counteraction against the insanity of our natural world. On the other hand, Augustine Tse showed his sensitivity towards the glamorous scene of the performing-art development in Hong Kong. Aarif Lee Chi-ting (or “Aarif Rahman”, 李治廷) is a holistic pop star from East Asia Record Production Company Limited (東亞唱片製作有限公司). He demonstrates a tender and charming appearance while casting as Desmond in “Echoes of the Rainbow” (歲月神偷), a composition being acknowledged in “The 29th Hong Kong Film Awards”. Augustine Tse regards Aarif Lee’s immortal legend as a worth-noted example for him to learn from, as Aarif presents the current youngsters with the virtue of “meritocracy”. Augustine Tse made reference on the “chiaroscuro” effect while composing the moderated visions for Aarif’s facial contours with acrylic pigments. Due to the harmonious correspondence among different facial organs, the portraiture of Aarif Lee is regarded as a “Risorgimento” of humanistic fine art based on the bourgeoisie values in Renaissance Europe.

To conclude, Augustine Tse manages to realize his “perceptual experiences” as uppermost artistic fruits that allow audiences to comprehend his thanksgiving attitude towards a stable maintenance of collective memories in our Hong Kong society. With regards to his integration between fraternity and community-art devotion, the Hong Kong Playground Association (香港遊樂場協會) and the RTHK Teen Power acknowledged Augustine Tse with a Silver Award in “The 4th Youth Arts Festival - Art with Positive Energy” (第四屆青藝節「藝術．正能量」銀獎) in 22 August 2011. The Hong Kong Island School Heads Association (香港島校長聯會) also nominated Augustine Tse to obtain "Outstanding Student Award of Wan Chai District (Senior Secondary Level)” in “Hong Kong Island Outstanding Students Award 2011" (香港島傑出學生選舉2011). It is believed that, the immortal legend of Augustine Tse will contribute a new source of vitality to our fine-art academia. Not only does he present a meritorious impression of Hong Kong art in the global art scene, his creative innovations would bring up a trend of cultural researches and encourage a wholesome mode of aesthetic communications among intellectuals with various schools of artistic thoughts.
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Illustration - Chinese Residence
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Acrylic Painting - Bedspace Apartment
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Acrylic Painting - Japanese Ukiyo-e
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LEFT: Acrylic Painting - The Portraiture of Aarif Lee

RIGHT: Watercolour Painting - Aberdeen Fishboat Harbour (Champion in "A Creative Art Competition on the Features and Customs of Fishing Harbours in Aberdeen" organized by China 21 Bureau)
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Augustine Tse with his two self-portraits in “Rosarian Art Exhibition 2010-11”
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Acrylic Painting - Japanese Ukiyo-e
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Augustine Tse represented Rosaryhill School to obtain “The Most Favorite Art Booth Award” in “Root, Live: Chinese Residences Community Art Fair” organized by St. James’ Settlement and The Faculty of Architecture in The University of Hong Kong on 16 April 2011

[image: image10.jpg]



Augustine Tse obtained a 1st Runner-Up in“Chinese Residences in Hong Kong – Drawing Competition” organized by Hong Kong Society for the Research & Promotion on Antiquities & Monuments. Mr. To Sum (杜琛先生) acknowledged Augustine's artistic dedication.
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Augustine Tse as one of the participating artist in "The Epoch of Chinese Residences" Exhibition organized by Soundwill Holdings Limited and Hong Kong Culture Heritage Studies & Promotion Association (Reported by "Hong Kong Economic Times" on 5 July 2011)
