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FOREWORD.

For mary years I have been irhportuned to \rrite a book abour
Chir8, but thc lack of. incentiye, and the fact that. most of thc material
had been acquired at Goverffnent expense, deprived the general public
of a good many entertaihi;g anecdotes, Durinj the War I- was oriereo
to produie a handbook on the country, but an sttadk of sciatica, combined
with a more useld emplcyment oI fny servic€s, brought about the abandon-
Eent of tlrig €nt€rprise. The series of artic.les,. from which the Dresent
volume is compiled, owe their incqrtion to a requ$t by my collaborator
in the Admira.lty handbook, for inlormation on the religious tenets of the
Colony but, as Scieatific data, as required by the Brit;h Museum, would
hardlt app€al to the readers of a Sunday paper, Lecast them in ldore
popular sty'e

J'ha informatiotr is by no means all original as there are not €nbugh
Icstivrls to lorm subject matter for a wcekly article, and I have drain
heavily on the researches of others, hitherto without adeqqate acknowledge-
rnent, to 6il the gap3, I owe a deep debt to my Iate kiends Jutiet-Biedin,
Iot the Moon YeaJ, and to Sir Regin.ld Johastbn lor his s;hotari books
on Chiua-. I am also under obligatiotrs to Monsieur G. Bouill:ifd, rhe
enterprising cartographer, for his articles bn rhe Pcking Festivals, published
iu La Cliine, in 19?2,23, .I recommend Mr. C. A. S. Wttianu'
Oudinis ol Chidse Symbolism to all students of Chiuese Mytholof6,.
For local information Mr. Feng York-man has inte iewed a host if
people trom n€crotnanc€rs tq Temple guardiaru in search oI local cohur
and Miss Chu E/bpao has been invaluable for translations, and everytbing
connected Uith the Chhese characters. Finallr without the frieEdshir,
of the Boat leople the articles would hav; been shorn of much of thcar
originality, ,q {ar-time conrection $,ith the Ilouse biought me into their
circl€ alrnost as f*'member oI the family, and there is little in their lives
with u,hich I. am not acqlailted. I have att€nded all thelr lcstivals as a
member ot tbe ju*, cven iI the "Old Man', had to go by tr.m to Esi<e
a place. I h4vc seen their Weddiags and Thanksgiving Scnices, thcir
Festivali aod Junketings, in fact, everything but a Funiral, thoggh il 1
dimanded orc,.I have no doub,t they sould be ready to oblige, Thcse
humble folk possess all thc innate good maaners of tbe vanished Empire,
and are frien{: in the b€st sense of the word.. They stand by the Govern-
ment in fail westhe! or foul, and have no aspirations but to earn al
honest living.
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the Golden Orcliids. Unfortunately tbeir bcauty attracted the attentions'

oi- ti" i"rnou. pirate Chang Pao'tzU (ERlt) who' about 1770

taotLred rhe islani and Lantau. As they rdPulsed his advanc€s and w€re

deiermined to preserve their chastity, d€ath w's the only alternative To

commemorate their resistance mbvement, a temple \{as erected in Causeway

Bay early in th€ Present centurY'

Though he can hardly be classed as a local worthy'' any boy would

rather find i pirate in his family tiee tban a Saint and' after all' Chang

i"t-oti;" *fi"t are preserved in a temPle' Hc -made his-tase at. Stanley'

*h"r. ftis main fle,et was concett€ted in Chik Chu Wan The small

"."*"",.ty 
l" ,ft" centre of the bay was uged as; look-out. and signal

i*i"r, itJ- which he kePt in communicatio$ with his 6hips by'bell and

aro..' 1,"r" instruments are still on view in the Temple of the Queen of

Heavea, labelled with their'o$ner's namc ln the soutlt of the bay' local

intt li u",. Point out a sort of TarPa€an rotk' Jrom which.he PreciPitated
his enemies or prisoners whose tui96rn5 fliled to nreet his exPectations'

il";;;;;; 
"Jena"d 

to the Pear! River, whete he mabtained- an

"Juun""a 
po., in a tort mentioned in Hunter's "Fan Kwae in Cantot"

After his ieath the business was success{ully carried on by his wife' who

prov€d not a whit less effici€nt in extracting tiibute than her Epouse'

When the English were Iorced by the hostility.of the authorities in

Cantoo to seek a plle where they could carcsn thcir ships. undisturbed'

;; r;r,l"d 
"t 

Hong Kong, the 6ist laridirigs were made on the south side

"iai"'ltr"ti, 
near- Aberf,een, and a camP was. established . on 

-the 
neck

oi- St"nt.t perunsula now occuPred by St SrePhen's- Schooi rhe Soat

F"*i.,nitJ,rta first to make Iriends, but the arrival ol the trooPs was less

poput", o,ith the cultivators. OId men still remember stories ot Porsonrng

in! wells, which sound uncommooly like modem atrocity, gogagande'

fi";"d,;;;;;, be soine sub+tialtrm oI truth in the.alr€galon' 'to!
*'.,otl.u.tot"rrtntatnil iardiseasewouldcertainlyh'cvcbeeoattributcd
,"i"".f gt 

"ti 
."i"."f aelt .With 

the best will rn the world the introduction

oianal ienelementrntoanlsolaleoPoPulat ionm4yhavedrsastrousresul ts.
n"";tirlif.""il 

"i 
lierre del Futgo *"t" practically. ext€rminated by

-""ril, 

-i.**","a 
lrom ttaders aud missionaries' who brought- in a

".-rf"i* 
f". which they had built up no immunity U} to the beginning

;i'6; p*; century ryphord had clarnred liileen times as maoy vrcrrms as

blttle casualties in th€ campalSns o{ ev€ty nation' and the disease aPPeared

"rr"."*"1 
r".g; 

""-u"' 
oI io"o were colgregated' who depended on al

il.q*t" *u'*, .uppry lh.: 
to- shallow wells were probably

c(,rttaminated, and the sparse clvtllan Populatioti t hich drew its water lrom

ih;;;;;;;"", sharej in the disaster which overtook the trooPs' 
- 
Eadv

;;,",1t ;;;;; that health conditions were lamentable' though malarit was

I
i
I

l

-  l l l  -
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Thc story oI the British Museum being cnriched by this curious
conveyance is, unfortunately apocryphal, liut thc Templc sword's connectio
with ihe dissipation of dt.asi wai ievived by an incident whiCh took place
during the Japanese occupatiim. With tlreir urual mania for security, their
militaiy authorities confiscated the weapon whe[ thcy took over the island.
Shortly afterrvards an epidemic of influenza in a mild form broke otrt and
the viilaee clders sent i dcputation to thc Commandant, attributing the
disease tlo the sacrilege whiih had been committed. They widently made
out their case, for the swirrd was teturned to the altar by the conunander
himself at the head oI a large procession in which the military werc well
reDreseited. As the sickness wai alteady on the ware, the restoration of
thi weapon Drobably had little eftect on its disapFarance but, ns far as
the inha'biranis are conce/ned, its efficacy is now unchallenge,l

THE PATRIARCH OF CHEUNG CHAU
The. sheltered harbour oI Cheung Chau, only open to the vest,

whcrc it is icreened by the bulk of Lanta[, most havc been a natural fishirg
basc from prehistoric times. Tb this day about a.third of th€ populatio
of thirty thousaDd are fislr,:rmen, aborigincs of the Cantoti delta who
probabfy are dqscedilod lrom a race whiqh ear'rcd i$ living.upon the ryaters
long belore agriculture rvas irtroduccd, and Chin€se civilisation splead to
thi Mon-Kmcr tribes !on'qecupying the Gouthern provinces, It is not
srrprising that primirivc religioqs bcliefs p€rsist in the islaod dcspite the
dounter-attractiods of organised religion.

The teruple tif thc tode Vai6ty. iheung Chot

At the north end of the villag: is the rich Taoist Temple
calH Y0 Hs0, Kung {1f,3|g ),. thc Palace oI Jadc Vacuity,
which contributei well over $10,0@ atuually to ttte charitias of
lhe Colony. Its lrigh altar is dedicated to fte Dark Spirit bf thc.North
(* X -l #), rrho rtras r€incafnated in the Crane Man to stay tte
the pla$b therc sixty years ago, According to the temple manager, th€ iron
chair with kni{e-edged supports in vhich thc.embodimcnt was carried on
his healing mission, was removed by Government orders and rvas sent to
thc British -Museum. The only relic o{.the episodc is the long, demdr-
expetlin'g sword, which is 6till showti/to visitora. Bef'ore the aliar stand
two dgures facing inwird. These are Chao Kung-ming, ( ffi A lq ), one
of the manifestationg of thc Goil of W€alth, and the wonan adversary
who caused his death. She is known as T'ao Hua Nu (fi i€ jC), or the

- l l3-

. The tlrord of the Slirit o! the No h' Chitng Cho*

The t€mDlc also takes pride in a sccond, and complen entary rclic in
rh( shaoe bf a sawfish's snout of considcrable size. Grateful petitioners

oftrn leave votive ofierings of small rcplicas, of local origin, which 
'rc

1,lircc,l on rhe side altars *ith an inscription identifying the donor.
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Peach-blossom giil, for C1tao, slro aias immune to the wounds in0icted

by ordinary cold stoel, succrjnrbed wben she pierced his efrgt vith

pcach-wood arrows'

Patriarch of Cheuns C'tlau", whilst the shrine itsell is called th€ aliar-of
irr" C"ina Tuteb; Deity: A targu Chinei€ lantern 

";56 
!qar5 this

inscriution, There are four shrines to children whcm the tree \r'xs Powlr-
lcss to save. Successes seem to o[tweigh Iailures, and it is recotd'd that
in the vcar of tho Sheep, Hsieh Ying was cured and the parents sent e
laudatoiv ooem, to the ifiect tist every tlouble had mehed away like the
rnoruine mist, and their prayer was granted Btsides the omcial inccnsc
burncr,-tbo back of the ihrine is packed rvith Pots and jars containrng
individual contributions. Practically all worship ;s done early in thc
mornilg. when the old lady, the self-appoinred or hereditary guardiarr ol
the tre;, waits .t the receipt of custon. Het takings are not largt,-as
hardlv aov oi the worshippers contribut€ nrore than five cenls, tcn being
ouitc'cxciptional latgeose.' Busincss is slack durin3 the rest of the day,
ri'bca a tounc ertl aisu$es charge of the takings Thcrt ir anothcr
scrci ticc a-boirt a hundred yards est of thc main str.et towards it3

-115-

At the southern err<l of thc village is a Platform mounted by a few

. granitc steps, irn which is a receptacle for bttrrung laper'-  un the.easl

idc is the srcantic bole of a banyan tree, distorted by pollarqrdg' vnos:
'corruEated ba?k ofrcrg littlc hold fot tle red PaPer cutouts ot chrldren'

oastei to its unevcn surfacc 03 votivc ofielings. A penthouse arrangement

in the lorm ol a tcr l t  p'olacts thc ahrine Irom the Neather and ottets

r-fr"a" t" 
"t t  

thc gossipr in the l tcighbourhood Befote the altar, is. I

gradt. inccnsc b[rnct,0bout fbur fcct long, bearing the mscrrptron - ' l l lc

A'ttff with the Fiie l/essals (ltu Kuttg) Chewrg Cha*
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","., hl"r:"bll'l :i fiTT:fi;Ji:"i **1;;illl..'1jl" "',1*:l"i Ery
rli"'i"i-liipi"#'i. have beerr <liicovere<l ":l 

t!: {f"**1"11^:1"3:g:
;;;;ff;t';i;l'.; fiutls .ruait il' archaeologist' should ffo-derni3i

&"tiU iit" rjtitti.it. houses railed on piles in the villages o{ Stantey

THE BUN FESTIVAL OF CHEUNG CHAU

l lun Jl orrt t iui trs, Chctt, t( t  Ll t tut

-108-

Chcung Chau. Pnctically all the coirmunities in thc Colony, wholc
cconomy dcpends on the products of sea and land, worship the Qucen of

\ Hcavan uho is primarily the patroucss oI those who.atn their living upon
\ th. ssters. Though her templc ii adjaccot to thc main shrine, thc Spirit
.of the North, Pci Ti ( Jt# ) in the Palace of Jadc Vacuity ( t'tiB )
lvershadows her in thc est.cm of thc inhabitarts of Ctcung Clau,

\ fle population is about thirty thousand, ol whorn a third are Bo.t
ftoplc, u6niratty thcse nock to thi templc of T'ien Hou on hcr birthdsy,
tld 23rd of the Second lr{oor, which narks the b!{iodng of thc fishing
season. To lrer thcy pray lor fdl nets in thc opcning ycar, aod retrdcr
thaoks for hcr favours in thc past. In Chcung Chru however, thc meir
annual r cligious festival is otre of cxpiatiorl and, though Pei Ti extends
his patronagc to thc procc€dings, the objects of worship arc the spirits ol

l

Libe bitds let us fl'y and ,note hr th. shJ
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all those animals. and tish,.I'tose t''i'n"ni::,,*i",":il'lllr".uo'j;.tti"tn""l

lT':L ll*"'T ;'i":Ilil "1'.1'l 
j.-l;*;';:"'i"J' *a the nshins junks-ric

;iiliil';".;;l"dwkr'outcasting.?.x1"1;f f lf,:'titil";rf,jl,,'ffni
are aegetaria!, though an excepttoll I

lii 
"i? "iilrliia 

*lti the posseseion of a soul'

fi :iliffi:+hrffi ']'""i##Ti'i'"*i',ff {uf*'ln
alrvavs an elabotale thcairlcat pertorrrrirrce daily and ni$htly thfSSt-:n:

;ij:::'t'F{.j,.li lif ,lji ii;;l*:";ru$'S,:iff.:1'*T,1i:'',.' lfr :
ii;'::lJi .*liT"l*"'*"lt u';::1. ilil'li,"i"'J1"iii'""il"\lll'i';' fil

ndtr rnrl  t l rc Liun DonLcrThc I ' i l  tqe

ll',*":li';'i,,"";ili:'lr;:1fi'l;'l,i"j:'#i'*"'i.: i,lY.ei"'Tg'fdi: 1i:
l*t{fl{i.#+; ,.ir*r tri ild,**ili.:t. *L:[*trat;
'*f.""'lt llf ';X'-'llllfl:i"lll', i"il,':-'lr'#'i:fi :l'$T.i iri:ij.!i"l
rlo ,ioit, 

".. 
usctl in tlrt conjtluctivrr' Lirttthe.:il'Ti:.::fitfi":};,::lii;

ifi :kiTi J "il'#i iil:' inr,, ili* illlli$ii;m i;"m
oI the st luctr t re IoI  rh ich thctc i \  r ro l l l r t l rcr  usc

Fishoneis' l 'ableau
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The rcal icatttre o{ thc festival is the crection of three

"r.-ii.i't"*.t" 
suffound€d by scafiolditg to accomtnodate the cakcs

ii;i',il';;;;ih;-;"ti6ce ror the sPirib of th'-c slain Thcse .are knowh a5

[::ts;;;;ili*" and' wherr the framework is comPleted.' ll'q: tl:li

ilit 
-.-tJ -*fti,. 

cakcs arc affixed in tiers' The..*t* t*tt"lt1-lltl:
J-'iriti ti'.ain"., is about sixty fcct abovc ground level ln tnc menng

l? ir,'.-&niotio""ty' over a thottsand sackr o[ flour and a huddrec an<t

thirtv Dounds ol sugelare constrmeo As at this time of y"u1,tl"-Y:11-n::

t"'l;":;;d",il ,;"*ers qr' protected with tarpaulins' once the cqrncc rs

J*ipilLa,',itirl thc final iervice and dietribution'

It is well \r'orth shile exploring the odd corners of, the lillag€ 
-intr'" r"':;;;'; ir'" i'"ot a"r, ''"t"*'!i,S:llir#l 

S" f:''il";;;".$"i
Daring the tabl€auK to rePrcscllt urer

ii'iii! Lii,Jtii;"a the'artifice is comPletelv concealed as soorr r$ mcv

are robcd.

In frolrt of the Lion Tcnrple-the bannernr'n fornl thr€€ largc nngs'

-l,rr 
u,l';i'iii"tigti"i silk srauriards of etery colour of the sPectrum

;i:l:,il;ii J,i:"'.','*ii\,1",i;l.l,lli'l'*''i.,'ii"","'. 'il,.rii::'il#"'llj'|"'ff::

',l.l:':.:;,'"'i,',::ffi 'il:''l$il+t'1tffi ';$$.g*$**'lhiqffi r[til{isli*i'*'*;ffi
expcdit iorr.

tl*j.xffiti#ldr*lilffiffi
mf;i*i$:"'.ffiiit-l*l i,,*{,*' [{ q.i,"ri1;

t

'l aoist Priest

-113-

l,tstrLflent l+t ahetl Gttihl
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Cola botdc with a false limb arraocEd so es to Eivc the imoressiol oi
dancing. Thcrc are nunierous legerrldary ind nytfrobgical su6jects, such
as th€ battlc betwcen the kingfsher and th€ oyster, which pointg a aloral
likc thc lrblcs of Aesop, Thc kingfshqr found thc oyster oDen, ard
attacked hid, whilst tlie biyatvc closJd his shell imprisoriine thc'bcak of
his assailant. Ncithcr was willing to cry quits aDd-call th;battle off so,
whilst they were still locked in useless combal, a fishcrmalr Dut the Dair
into his big. Children are thus adnronished that lt is better ro agree fhan
plu|ogc in strife, from which only a third party benefits.

Thc girl representing the oystcr is of maturer years, Cs are the
coupies symhlic oI f€curdity who display thc ulicoln as the emblem ot
large families. The girl is mounted or the mlthical beast as a hobby-
horu€, whose rcins arc held by her malc companion. In contrast a tiry
(hild holding a Ian imp*soaaies a Taoist - pdest in full caronicals.

On thc tvo final days of the fcstival the particiDants in thc Dro-
ccssion form up in the square before the tempte of Jade Vacuity at 2.30
p.m. Chincse lanterlrs lead the cortige, rvith a band prcceding the menr-
bcts oI thc organisilg comnlittee. Tlre rdigious element is furnished by
portable imagcs of the chief diviflities of the island, with the Spirit ot the
North in the place ol honour. Hung Hsing, *'orshippcd by thc Watcr
Folk for his influcnce over rvind ald rvave, is follorred bv no less than iour
reptescntations of the Queen of Heaven. guardian angel of tlre sailor.
The Buddltist fudess of Mercy. who ranks with, but alter T'ien Hou in
the estinration of thc Taoists, forms part of her retinue. Finally, thcre is a
sccond image of the patron o{ Cheuhg Chau, Pei Ti ( dE# ), under'lris
titl€ Hsilon T'ien Ta Ti ( gix*ffi ), tlre Strpremc cod of Proiound
I{caven.

Sootr the $'holc stleet is fillcd with a rass of colour and aoioratiofl,
for thc eaily decorat€d Roats are interspersed with lorests of waving

banners. -Tliree or four troupes of Lion dancers and clowns eltertain-the
crowd with their sntics. Inhabitantg of the various streets erect their

or.v[ deco'ations and, at the junctions elaborate the foral arches \rith

t4blcaux of their own contrivitrg sonte oI which exhibit a keen sense ol

hurrrour. Thc Chinese are Jar irorc censotiouE than $esterners o[ mixec

ni"itiac"" 
""a 

demonstrate their disapproval rtith a sort ol Rakc's Progtess

depicti;g the "Girl who wed a Foreign Dcvil".

An allegorical display i3 cntitled "Tlre girl who won a husba'ld
altcr three fiihts with fum". The White Monkey, to rvhose ingenuity
Hsuan Tsang-was indcbted during hiE search for the Buddhist scriptures,
is il*avs a irinre favourite, and 

-hc 
figrlres in his jotrrney to thc Eastcrrr

scaS.

I
I

i
i
t ; '
i
Li

Bo5's loaditrg Uricotls
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Ttoo fair I'rfuccssts, shttl tl i1t llle ,410.4
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I.on|'nahtrs'()t ikl

Greot cbrFideradon is showf {or the chiklre$ acting in the trbleaux
and, if thc sun is fietce they are protected by umbrcllas cafficd by
attendants. Thc procession halts Irequently wh€n the infants are refreshed
bI soft drinks absorbcd through straws: The filgrimage through thc
village lasts an ho[r an(l a halti and, by tradition, is complctcd at a rur
to tlre teurplc door. The c€rtrrony is known as "RunDirrg thc God", arrd
its perlornrance credited with inducilg hck in'thc coming scason.

The mass for the souls of the criatures, whose liver uerg sacrjficect
for food, begins before midnight on tbe last day, u'hin tbe hungry spirits
surround the Bun Mountains to take their 6ll. The whole pcpulace
gatlrers round, to see them gct their dcscrts, and pro6t by their
lc8virus. Thc ariests conduct a service ilr cvcry \{ay similsr to th&t
pcrfornred at th; Magnoli8 Fcstival in thc Scycirth Moon. The invitaiion
io the shostg to assemblc and Dartake of the feast is issucd, and the sacied
clcmcnis arc oons€crated and - symbolically distribEtcd' The congrege,tion
conristr of tlrc whol6 oooulation of the i3land, anxiously iwaiting tb€
flrmcnt for the officialirig priest to gile the signal for thc assatrlt.

-116-

As the daad ar€ concerncd, ooly he can dctcnlline vt hen rheir aDD€litcs
arc satisfied. Fron time to tim. the cel€brant laises arf anrber uroi&le to
his eye and peers aro[nd, to (l€t.ct romc belated spirir \\.hose tar(ly nrrival has
handicapped his omplete satisfaction. At last hc announces ihat the last
has depqrted,.affl that-the coast ir clent, This is the suDr€nre |rto|netrt tor
thc co[gegation, which loses no timc ilr the scranrble t-or the hrck of the
ycar. T'hc higher the cakc, the Srcatcr the honour conferr€d bv its aceuisi-
tion, so the yourh of thc irlund srvarnr ltD the sc;froldinq in
a wild race to rcach the s[nlutit an(l dctnch the crbwlins bun. As'ihere
arc thirty tho[sand nrorc, tlrere orc plenty of consolatiorr D-rizes for thc less
active, and the orgrnisarg arc rrot withorrt thcir cornpensitiou. for lhev sit
down to a banquct of thirty-six tirblc< to brc k thci; fast.

CIANT STRIDES

_O!. of the most attract ive spots in the New .fclr i tor ics i ,  thc
3trctch betw€m the hvo Tai Pos on the southern shore of 

.l-olo 
l{arbour

Thc road fronlsiatin,_after wriggling its way to 
"ontoi* 

ifi"- r f,,."-oi,i-
lytog_tpur8 ot lar Mo Shan, straightcns out to cross the railway. and. with
a nght-angled . turn, is carri€d along a caus€way with watcr on both sides.
A rltt at the corner is alwsys profitable. On the right is Island House,
surely one_or .rhe hncstAites iD thc Colorry, aod the tauseway itself is evcr
a scerc of aninration. It lornrs a sheltci from the seawairl toi 

" 
f"rs.

rumbcr of fishing junks, aRoat ar high tide and straqded o,, ,li" 
^,ia 

?i
mc. 

-ebb, 
revealrfg to the visitor the soci&l habits of the Boat peoole.

llakt4 tvonlen with valdnces to their (listinctivc hats, brinE
VcgGtable produce to barter {or fish, but thev are cantera_sh\.. a,r,l o,iih;ii

r tdrodrrctidn, tlrrn thcir facca froft the plrotographcr. -

.The olginll namc for Tai po ( /qdF ) was, ir lvlandarin
ronunisation, Ta l\r ( *# ) or ..Giant 

stridci,;, ioi, o,anv 
".nturie" 

;ro.
rr was on the outskrrts of a dense forest, the lair ot cveiy sort of w'il<i
bcast. If the collectiou oI.irelvood necessitat€d 

"" 
untr" i"t i,, 

"iooii,r:rccesr€s, the villagcrs wcre rvanrcd {o rake long strps, l;st if," ,ii.:r. 
""ifsnal(es canght trp wrflr thenr.

. There is still cvidence that thc district rv4s om.e heavily woodcd. forthc roots of gigantic trees were gnrbbcd up whe,i tl" r"rraoii jrr'Jtf 
"-iJi.i)"g:.qnc cnginecred aud rntil quite redently, a hilt kn"*" 

"; 
iG;;-Sil;;

{,t4 I y": thickly.woodd. This sprrr is'now 
"arf"a 

tr,. tn,fr.oialie,iluorrltaflr Dur, mtore it was cl€arcd for buildirrg it was th€ lrorbi(lden Hiil
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